
 

 

St. John’s Lodge No. 11,      
Free and Accepted Masons 

 

Oldest Continuously Operating Unmerged Lodge in DC 

CHARTERED FEBRUARY 23, 1846 

 
2015 Lodge Officers 

 
WORSHIPFUL MASTER 
D.W.  Stephenson 
14435 Bittersweet Drive, Hughesville, MD 20637 
dwstephenson@comcast.net                   1.301.274.3507 
 
SENIOR WARDEN 
Ryan Nalty 
2700 Q St. NW #322, Washington DC 20007 
ryan.nalty@gmail.com                            1.202.492.3397 
 
JUNIOR WARDEN 
James Parkhurst 
800 4th St SW Unit S614 Washington, DC 20024 
jamesparkhurst10@gmail.com               1.989.600.0257 
 
SECRETARY 
John C. Regner, Jr. P.M. 
9726 Wyman Way, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
john.regner@gmail.com                           1.301.599.8491 
 
TREASURER 
Karl F. Gruel, Jr. P.M. 
4616 Morningwood Dr., Olney, MD 20832 
gruel215@yahoo.com                                 1.301.570.0108 
 
SENIOR DEACON 
Sam Chin  
7008 Rhythm Rock Way, Columbia, MD 21044  
sam.w.chin@gmail.com      1.410.531.5090 
 
JUNIOR DEACON 
Sean Parkhurst 
5720 Callcott Way Unit D, Alexandria, VA 22312 
sbparkhurst@gmail.com   1.989.400.4852 
 
SENIOR STEWARD 
Jason Lee 
6378 Andrew Matthew Ter, Springfield, VA 22150  
lee.jason.charles@gmail.com    1.703.389.4571 
 
JUNIOR STEWARD 
Kevan Schanberger 
333 S. Glebe Road, Arlington, VA 22204  
tresan@gmail.com      1.301. 775.7282 
 
MARSHALL 
Ryan Martin 
1345 South Capital SW #213 Washington, DC 20003 
ryanmartin8@gmail.com    1.703.389.4571 
 
CHAPLIN 
Tommy Ripkie 
2500 Q St NW#538, Washington DC 20007 
tommyripke@yahoo.com   1.202.468.2883 
 
TILER 
Ronald F. Perkins, P.M. 
5400 Roublee Dr. Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
                            1.301.627.4991 
 

 
STATED COMMUNICATIONS 

7:30 P.M. 
First Friday 
(Except July) 

 
TAKOMA MASONIC CENTER 

115 Carroll Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20012 

(202) 829-7790 
 

 
 

FROM THE EAST 
Brethren, 
 
We have been blessed in many ways this summer season with new opportunities for the 
Brotherhood and new blessed additions to several of our Brothers’ families.  Each of us, 
in our own way, has started the season of summer which is associated with new life, new 
births and rebirths of careers.  It is well known that plant and animal life goes into a state 
of rest/hibernation during the cold months of winter.  The summer gives the joy of life 
around us.  Plants blossom, and we happily resume activity that helps us feel ‘alive’ 
again. This remains one of the most celebrated aspects of our four seasons, the summer 
time.  The season of summer brings back lots of outdoor social activities almost 
impossible to have in the freezing cold of old man winter.  Some of us have picnics, go to 
the beach, and others visit our great National Parks to relax and unwind under clear 
skies. The summer is a great time to take advantage of the fine weather, mostly with clear 
skies.  The summer has been known to host very bright moons that add to the warmed 
relaxing experiences. 
 
I am saddend, my Brothers, that I will not be with you at our August stated.  I have a 
family commitment that I must take care of starting on Monday, July 27th, and I will 
return on Wednesday, August 12th.  I have been asked to assist my niece in her move to 
the Los Angeles area to go to school, so she can fulfill her dream working with 
endangered animals.  This will require a trip across the country by car with her and her 
belongings. 
 
Please remember all of the Brothers that cannot be in Lodge this upcoming stated. 
 
Brother Senior Warden Ryan Nalty will be in charge of the Lodge if any needs arise in my 
absence.  If he is not available, please contact Brother Junior Warden James Parkhurst.  In 
my absence at the August stated, I have asked W.B. Anand Triveti, P.M., to sit in the East 
and for the Fellowcraft Degree.  To W.B. Anand, my sincere thanks.  I will be thinking of 
each of you that evening, my Brothers, and the Fellowcraft Degree while I am on the West 
Coast.  
 
It has also come to my attention that our Brother Jonathan Boksan is getting married on 
September 12th.  Please reach out to Brother Boksan and congratulate him upon his 
upcoming wedding and let us welcome Brother Jonathan’s bride into our Masonic family! 

 
(Continued on Page 2) 

 
 

August 2015 
 

TRESTLEBOARD 

Friday, August 7th, 2015 
5:30 P.M. -- Ritual Practice 
6:30 P.M. -- Lodge Fellowship Hour and Dinner 
7:30 P.M. -- Stated Communication, FC Degree Work 
 

 
 



 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM THE EAST (CONT.) 
Brothers: I still believe that M.W.B. George Washington had it correct when 
he said “I am much obliged by your good wishes and reciprocating them 
with sincerity, assuring the Fraternity of my esteem, I request them to believe 
that I shall always be ambitious of being considered a deserving Brother.” 
 
I look forward to seeing you all in Lodge in September on Friday the 4th. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
D.W. Stephenson 
Worshipful Master 
 

FROM THE WEST 
Brethren, 
 
As most of you know, my mother-in-law suffered a stroke in Montana earlier 
this month.  I am extremely happy to report that the doctors are expecting a 
100% recovery, but it will be a long process.  This was a trying time, for my 
wife especially as she is an only child, and it is impossible to not be phased 
when something like this happens to a family member.   
 
I wanted to thank all of you who expressed concern, sent me notes of 
encouragement, and even, in the case of our Worshipful Master, provided 
high-quality medical consulting; as we moved through this process.  It was 
helpful to know that so many folks were behind us. 
 
I am looking forward to being back in Lodge in August, specifically because 
we will be holding a Fellowcraft Degree.  I find this to be the most fascinating 
of the Degrees; partially because I am a fan of the Stair Lecture, but also for 
the role this Degree plays for the participants. 
 
I always see the Fellowcraft as a Degree of choice.  When a candidate enters 
as an Entered Apprentice, they really have no idea what to expect.  
Everything is brand new and mysterious to them, but the Fellowcraft, is a 
choice for them.  Having taken the obligation, learned what they can about 
the Entered Apprentice Degree, they are choosing to continue on in the 
process.  One could say that this is the first time they are making a 
Masonically "educated" decision. 
 
The Fellowcraft also is the only Degree which is essentially without a big 
result.  Both the Entered Apprentice and Master Mason represents major 
steps forward in Masonry, from joining the Fraternity (Entered Apprentice), 
to being fully recognized and educated (Master Mason).  Fellowcraft is 
progress, not a goal, no big milestone, no big change.  I think that is what 
makes it so interesting.  The Fellowcraft is about developing oneself; similar 
to the road of life we all travel. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Ryan Nalty 
Senior Warden 
 
 

        MASONIC BIRTHDAYS 

      AUGUST 
 

Anthony A. Arnold ............  6 years 
Christopher E. Kisco ..........  2 years 
 Jason C. Lee .........................  2 years 
Willaim O. Pick .................  57 years 
Thomas J. Ripke .................  2 years 
Jon J. Steen ...........................  6 years 
Harry J. Trapp, P.M. ...........  6 years 
 

 “On behalf of the officers and brothers of 
St John’s Lodge No. 11, I would like to 
thank you for your Fraternal service and 
wish you many more years of Fellowship 
and Fraternity” 

  – DW 

SICK AND SHUT-INS 
 

"Be not slow to visit the sick: for that 
shall make thee to be beloved." 
 
Remember, if any member knows of 
another Brother who is Sick or Confined, 
please inform the Worshipful Master 
D.W. Stephenson, at 202-253-0528. You 
may also contact our Sr. Warden, Ryan 
Nalty, at 202-492-3397 
 

 

LIVING PAST MASTERS 
 

Edmund W Rupert 1975 Thom A. Donnaud 89, 95-96 

Franchot E. White 1978 Paul T. Sumler 
1998-99, 
01 

Chris A. Pouler 1984 John P. Longo 2001 

John C. Regner * 1985 Robert E. Johnson 
02, 04, 
08-10 

Douglas L. Stadler 1986 Ronald F. Perkins 
00, 03, 
05, 08 

Nelson L. Fink 
1986-
87 Urban T. Peters 

85, 96, 
2005 

Charles W. Riley 1988 Michael Gambale 2011 
Wm. Williamson, 
Jr. 

1982, 
89 Justin T. Russell 2011-12 

Charles P. Durbin 
1990-
91 Harry Trapp, Jr.  2013 

Terry L. Weaver 1994 Anand Trivedi 2014 

Karl F. Gruel, Jr.  
1994-
95   

Italics = PM at another Lodge    
 * Denotes Honorary PM of St. Johns No. 11 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

FROM THE SOUTH 
Brethren, 
 
First and foremost I would like to welcome all the new additions to our 
masonic family!  I'm excited for all that brought new lives into this world, 
and I look forward to getting to know them well.  Also, I want to welcome 
the Entered Apprentices that were initiated in June!  Unfortunately, I was 
unable to make our stated communication in June so I'd like to use this 
opportunity to welcome the new brothers. 
 
I hope everyone has had a relaxing summer so far, it has gone by too quickly 
for me, I would like the feeling of summer to stay around for good!  With fall 
approaching quickly, I am reminded that it is time to buckle down and get 
back to work.  This is a new beginning for me personally, because I have 
finally finished my Master's Degree program and for the first time the Fall 
does not signify a return to the classroom.  It does, however, open up free 
time for me to study up on degree work and the cipher! 
 
As you know our August stated will be focused on the Fellowcraft Degree.  
I'm excited for the Entered Apprentices to move into the middle chamber and 
gain more light in Masonry.  I'm excited and proud to be a part of their 
journey forward.  We each have a role in the Lodge, some may be more 
obvious than others, but each one of us has a role.  We are all here to support 
each other and grow the Lodge in a positive direction.  We must remember to 
take our responsibilities seriously and make our experiences as pleasant as 
possible.  I'm excited to get back into Lodge and see all the brethren again.  
Having been out of the state in June, it seems like quite a long time since I've 
seen the brethren.  I look forward to getting back into the South and assisting 
our Brethren move forward in Masonry. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
James Parkhurst 
Junior Warden 
 
 
 
 
 

                            TRUSTEES 
 

Michael J. Gambale, Jr., Chairman (2015) 
Tommy Ripke (2017) 
Ryan Martin (2016) 

 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
 

Teko Foley, P.G.M.,  
 

Joseph S. Crociata, P.G.M. 
 

Akram R. Elias, P.G.M. 
 

Christopher K. Mahaney, P.M.,  
Grand Lecturer 

 

David Han, P.M. 
 
 

BLOOD 
 

Please give if you can.  Remember to give the 
Lodge’s donation number, 004760, when you 
give blood and call Bro. Ryan Denmark, St. 
John’s Lodge No. 11 Blood Committee 
Chairman, at (571) 212-1481, after  your 
donation and let him know where and when 
you gave blood.  If you need an appointment, 
call him and he can set it up for you.  Give the 
Gift of Life 
 

Lodge Web Site 
www.stjohnslodgedc.org 

 
Grand Lodge Web Site 
www.dcgrandlodge.org 

 

Brothers in History 
 

Edward Anthony Jenner was born on May 17, 1749 in Berkeley, Gloucestershire, England. 
Jenner is credited for discovering the scientific principles of immunization and for engineering 
the vaccine for smallpox. Jenner's dream was for future generations to live in a world without 
smallpox. This dream finally became reality 156 years after his death, when the World Health 
Organization declared smallpox an eradicated disease.  
 
He is often called "the father of immunology", and his work is said to have "saved more lives 
than the work of any other human."Noting the common observation that milkmaids were 
generally immune to smallpox, Jenner postulated that the exposure that milkmaids received to 
cowpox (a disease similar to smallpox, but much less virulent) protected them from smallpox. 
 
Edward Jenner was made a Master Mason on December 30, 1802 at Lodge of Faith and 
Friendship No. 449, in Berkeley, Gloucestershire. 10 years later, Jenner would serve his lodge 
as Worshipful Master.   Brother Jenner was called from labor in January 1823. 
 
Brother Jenner was called from labor on January 26, 1823.  

 



 
 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 
 
Brothers,  
  
I need to remind everyone that our bylaws under SECTION 8. Dues – states that “All dues shall be payable IN ADVANCE 
WITHOUT NOTICE on the first day of October of each year.”  
  
Additionally, the Grand Master is requiring the Lodges to show proper Masonic protocol when Grand Lodge Officers knock at 
our Lodge door and request entrance. This requirement is based in Masonic protocol, and, as such, we should also adhere to 
the same level of protocols in our Lodge. To that end, the Master has instituted a policy of showing a current dues card before 
entering the lodge for meetings. 
  
Fraternally, 
  
John Regner, Jr., P.M. 
Secretary, St. John's No. 11 
 
 

Visiting Other Lodges 
 
As a part of the Worship Master’s year of Brotherhood, we are encouraging all Brethren to try to visit another Lodge in the District of 
Columbia, or even outside the jurisdiction.  This helps to spread the Brotherhood of our Lodge, but also gives insights in how other Lodges 
conduct themselves. 
 
To find a Lodge to visit:  Please consult to the Grand Lodge website at http://www.dcgrandlodge.org/lodge-locator.html.  This site gives 
meeting dates, times and locations for all the Lodges within the Jurisdiction. 
 
Please also use the St. Johns Brethren email address (brethren@stjohnslodgedc.org) to let the our Brethren know you plan to attend another 
Lodge, you may have some Brothers who would like to join you!   
 
How to visit another Lodge:  Contact that Lodge’s Secretary to let them know you would like to attend.  Their contact can be found on the 
same website address mentioned above.  Giving notice to the Secretary allows them to inform you of the programme they have for that 
evening, and also so they may alert their Worshipful Master that you plan to be in attendance. 
 

 


